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complained, who was always upbeat, 
and who continuously looked out for 
his friends and family. 

He was an avid Virginia Tech sports 
fan, an unfailing fan of the New York 
Yankees, and always eager to enjoy a 
game of golf with his friends. 

Jake had a tremendous community 
presence in his home of Poolesville, 
MD. From his leadership role in the 
local Chamber of Commerce, to orga-
nizing and serving as chair of 
‘‘Poolesville Day’’ in honor of his be-
loved community, to helping coach 
youth basketball teams, to serving as 
an announcer at local school sporting 
events, Jake’s dedication to commu-
nity service exemplified the motto of 
his alma-mater, Virginia Tech: Ut 
Prosim—that I may serve. 

Jake Perkins was a big man with a 
big presence. The biggest thing about 
him, however, was his heart. He will be 
greatly missed by this Senator and 
many WARNER staff members past and 
present. 

My sincere condolences go out to his 
dear mother, Mrs. Ellen Perkins of 
Poolesville, MD, and his brother and 
sister-in-law, Michael and Shoshana 
Perkins. We thank you for the gift of 
Jake’s friendship in our lives. We will 
miss him, but we are forever grateful 
for the time we had with him. Jake 
Perkins will always be remembered. 
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CONGRATULATING BILL O’NEIL 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today it 
is my honor to salute a longtime 
Vermont athletic coach, Bill O’Neil, of 
Essex High School. Bill has been named 
the 2006 Hockey Coach of the Year by 
the National Federation of State High 
School Associations. While he has 
amassed an impressive record in his 35 
years of coaching hockey, softball and 
girls soccer, winning over 900 games 
and 16 State championships, Bill has 
always instilled in his players the sim-
ple attitude that the game is more 
than just the win. Learning to play the 
game, positive sportsmanship, commu-
nity involvement and academics are 
even more important to Coach O’Neil. 
To his players, Bill is a coach, mentor, 
teacher and lifelong friend. 

I am delighted that a Vermonter has 
been recognized with such a prestigious 
honor. The Burlington Free Press re-
cent published an article about Coach 
O’Neil’s recognition. I ask unanimous 
consent that the article, ‘‘O’Neil Tops 
in the Nation,’’ by Ted Ryan, be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Burlington Free Press, 
Feb. 8, 2007] 

O’NEIL TOPS IN THE NATION 

(By Ted Ryan) 

In 35 years of coaching at Essex High 
School, Bill O’Neil has won over 900 games 
and 16 state championships in three sports. 

He’s been a Vermont coach of the year 
twice in girls’ soccer, twice in boys’ hockey 
and three times in softball. 

In 2006, his Hornets won the girls’ soccer 
and boys hockey state titles and finished 
second in softball. 

Now, O’Neil is the national high school 
boys’ hockey coach of the year for 2006. ‘‘It 
blew me away,’’ O’Neil said after Essex ath-
letic director Ed Hockenbury informed him 
of the honor. 

‘‘I’m very surprised, very flattered,’’ O’Neil 
said. ‘‘It’s a very humbling experience. How 
can you describe how you feel?’’ 

He said he was staggered at thinking of the 
many coaches for such hockey beds as Min-
nesota, Michigan, Massachusetts, Colorado, 
‘‘even California’’ who were deserving of 
such an honor, awarded by the National Fed-
eration of State High School Associations. 

O’Neil had been named the Section 1 boys 
hockey coach for 2006, making him eligible 
for the national award. Two other Vermont 
coaches, Northfield High School baseball 
coach Frank Pecora and Woodstock Union 
High School football coach Jim McLaughlin, 
were also Section 1 winners. 

‘‘Bill is extraordinarily dedicated and 
hard-working,’’ said Essex athletic director 
Ed Hockenbury. ‘‘He loves spending his time 
with kids. Win or lose, he is a role model who 
exemplifies class and dignity in the coaching 
profession. He is very deserving of this 
award.’’ 

O’Neil will be honored by the Vermont 
Principals Association at its annual VPA 
Hall of Fame dinner in May. 

O’Neil’s boys’ hockey teams have reached 
the finals 15 times, winning the title 11 
times. His 2005–06 team went 19–4 and de-
feated BFA-St. Albans in the championship 
game. 

Whatever the sport, O’Neil said, he has 
been fortunate to work for athletic direc-
tors—Paul Henry, Bruce Wheeler, Melba 
Masse and Hockenbury—who ‘‘emphasize the 
importance of involvement with kids, that 
it’s more than winning.’’ 

‘‘They’ve never been just about winning. 
When I’d go in and say we’re down, they’d 
say, ‘You’re doing a good job with the kids. 
They’ve learned the game, they’re coming 
along and they’re doing stuff in the commu-
nity.’ ’’ 

‘‘All of these mentors of mine have made 
these programs, not just my programs but 
all in Essex athletics. All the coaches here 
are esteemed,’’ O’Neil said. ‘‘You don’t see 
anybody that only wants to win and that’s 
what matters.’’ 

O’Neil acknowledged that he is not often 
on the same page as the youth hockey coach-
es, but said, ‘‘They do a huge job of teaching 
kids the game, getting them involved and 
making them have some pride in the game 
and, I’d like to think, respect for the game 
and all that goes with it.’’ 

However, he said, he is concerned that the 
heavy game schedules for youth teams tend 
to take something away from appreciation 
for the sport. 

At 35 years of coaching and counting, 
O’Neil said he can no longer demonstrate ev-
erything on the ice or field, but he’s still in-
vigorated by young assistants. 

‘‘I think more and more about that time 
being over,’’ said O’Neil of his coaching ten-
ure. ‘‘That bothers me. Sometimes I’m so 
old-school about stuff . . . but I like what 
I’m doing and I enjoy the kids.’’ 

With his children growing and leaving 
home, O’Neil said, ‘‘The coaching thing is 
my reward at the end of the day.’’ 

‘‘As much as I like teaching, I love coach-
ing,’’ said the English teacher. 

And as long as he feels that way, Bill 
O’Neil will continue adding to one of the 
most impressive coaching careers in 
Vermont high school history. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING THE LIFE OF THE LATE 
LORNE ‘‘GUMP’’ JOHN WORSLEY 

∑ Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize a hockey legend 
whose personality and character re-
mind us all of the human side of sports; 
Lorne ‘‘Gump’’ John Worsley. During 
his years playing professional hockey 
in Minnesota, beginning his career 
with the St. Paul Saints and finishing 
with the Minnesota North Stars, he 
found a special place in the hearts of 
fans who knew him simply as ‘‘the 
Gumper.’’ 

Lorne Worsley was born in Montreal, 
Quebec, on May 14, 1929. As a child, he 
was given the nickname ‘‘Gump’’ be-
cause the cowlick in his hair looked al-
most identical to that of comic strip 
character Andy Gump. The nickname 
would follow him for the rest of his 
life. Despite growing up penniless dur-
ing the Great Depression, Gump 
dreamed of being a professional hockey 
player, a dream that would lead him 
into the history books as one of the 
most memorable and accomplished 
goalies in hockey. 

In 1950, Gump Worsley began his pro-
fessional hockey career, playing for the 
St. Paul Saints of the U.S. Hockey 
League. That year, Gump obtained the 
first of many future accolades when he 
was named the league’s Rookie of the 
Year. Two years later, in 1952, Gump 
joined the National Hockey League’s 
New York Rangers, where his debut 
season earned him the Calder Trophy 
as NHL Rookie of the Year. 

As Gump Worsley’s career pro-
gressed, so did his accomplishments. 
After being acquired by the Montreal 
Canadiens, his hometown team, in 1963, 
Gump helped lead the team to four 
Stanley Cup Championships in the span 
of 5 years—winning titles in 1965, 1966, 
1968, and 1969. During his time with the 
Canadiens, Gump was awarded the 
Vezina Trophy as the NHL’s top goalie 
in both 1966 and 1968. In 1966, his record 
was 29–14–6 with a goals-against-aver-
age of 2.36. In 1968, he amassed a record 
of 19–9–8, with an amazing goals- 
against-average of just 1.98. 

In 1970, Gump joined the Minnesota 
North Stars, helping fuel the team to 
the NHL playoffs in three consecutive 
seasons. Gump Worsley retired from 
the sport he loved in 1974 with a record 
of 335–352–150, including 43 shutouts. 
Over the course of his career, Gump 
was selected to the National Hockey 
League’s All Star Game four times—in 
1961, 1962, 1965, and 1972. After his re-
tirement as a player, Gump remained 
active in hockey as a scout for the 
Minnesota North Stars. In 1980, Gump 
was inducted into the Hockey Hall of 
Fame. 

Sadly, Gump Worsley passed away on 
January 26, 2007, at the age of 77. The 
world of hockey and the State of Min-
nesota now mourn the passing of a leg-
end. Among his many accomplish-
ments, Gump will be remembered for 
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